Cross-comparisons of reports on the prevalence of transsexualism
By Lynn Conway
The following are interim notes (in progress) concerning one of the reports tabulated in our cross-comparisons re the prevalence of transsexualism. These notes summarize key points in the particular paper and provide a summary of its relevant results.

See the following report for definitions, notations and calculation methods used here: 


"On the Calculation of the Prevalence of Transsexualism", 

by Femke Olyslager and Lynn Conway, 2007 (in preparation).
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About this report:

[Note: This following commentary is abstracted from [Olyslager and Conway 07]: "On the Calculation of the Prevalence of Transsexualism", by Femke Olyslager and Lynn Conway, 2007 (in preparation).]
Survey results re the percentage of Thai kathoey who have undergone SRS:

In follow-on work in this more recent paper [Winter06] to his earlier 2002 paper [Winter2002], Winter conducted a survey of 195 Thai transgender females (mf), and then compiled a very detailed demographic profile of this sample, covering many aspects of their lives, relationships and transitions. Included in [Winter06], Table 2a, p.20, is a tabulation of the percentage of participants reporting various transition events (such as living in female clothes (ST), taking hormones (HT), undergoing SRS, etc.).

[Winter06] found that 27.7% of those surveyed had already had SRS. The average age at SRS was 24.1, at ST was 18.4, and at HT was 16.3, with a life expectancy = 73.

By combining the results of [Winter02] and [Winter06] and using Eqn. 5, [Conway07] estimates that the prevalence of active and inherent SRS in Thailand as follows:

P(SRSAmf) derived from [Winter02, Winter06]  = (0.277) (1:167) ≈ 1:600

P(SRSImf)  derived from [Winter02, Winter06]  = (1:600) / (73-24.1/73)  ≈ 1:400

Winter also determined that 48.2% of those who hadn’t had SRS would like to have SRS. Therefore, 62.5% of the overall sample were transsexual under Walinder’s definition:

I.e., the % having had or desiring SRS = 0.277 + (0.482)(1.00 – 0.277) = 0.625 = 62.5%

By combining the results of [Winter02] and [Winter06], and taking 18.4 as an average of ST (taking that as “active transsexualism” in the instances of transsexualism), [Conway07] then estimates the prevalence of active and inherent transsexualism in Thailand as follows (noting that these are first-order estimates, and may be influenced by a higher prevalence of kathoey in Thai cities than in the overall country):

P(TSAmf) derived from [Winter02, Winter06] = (0.625)(1:167) ≈ 1:270

P(TSImf)  derived from [Winter02, Winter06] = (1:270) (73-18.4/73) ≈ 1:200

