Cross-comparisons of reports on the prevalence of transsexualism
By Lynn Conway
The following are interim notes (in progress) concerning one of the reports tabulated in our cross-comparisons re the prevalence of transsexualism. These notes summarize key points in the particular paper and provide a summary of its relevant results.

See the following report for definitions, notations and calculation methods used here: 


"On the Calculation of the Prevalence of Transsexualism", 

by Femke Olyslager and Lynn Conway, 2007 (in preparation).

________________________________________________________________________

Discussion re: DeCuypere06
V 2-03-07
"Prevalence and demography of transsexualism in Belgium," by G. De Cuypere, M. Van Hemelrijck, A. Michel, B. Carael, G. Heylens, R. Rubens, P. Hoebeke and S. Monstrey, European Psychiatry, 2006 (doi:10.1016/j.eurpsy.2006.10.002).  

[Link to PDF]

About this report:

[Note: This following commentary is abstracted from [Olyslager and Conway 07]: "On the Calculation of the Prevalence of Transsexualism", by Femke Olyslager and Lynn Conway, 2007 (in preparation).]

As we jump forward to the present day, we find that reports on the prevalence of transsexualism tend to follow the trend established long ago by [Bakker93] and [VanKesteren1996].  
For example, in a representative current-day study, [DeCuypere06] conducted a survey of Belgian surgeons to obtain a count of individuals up to 2003 who had undergone SRS by Belgian surgeons since 1985, with the following results:

P(SRSmf) [DeCuypere06] = 1:12,900

P(SRSfm) [DeCuypere06] = 1:33,800

[DeCuypere06] refers to the prevalence of sex reassignment surgery as “the prevalence of transsexualism”, and therefore follows the pattern set by [Bakker88] and [VanKesteren96] of implicitly defining a “transsexual person” as being “someone who has undergone SRS”. The report does not indicate that these are lower bounds on the prevalence of SRS, and carries out the results to three significant figures.
Analysis of [DeCuypere2006] in [Olyslager and Conway 07] : 

In [DeCuypere2006], we find that during the 18 years from 1985 until 2002 there were 292 mf patients who received SRS performed by plastic surgeons in Belgium that responded to a questionnaire. Thus there were on average 16.2 mf patients receiving SRS per year. The annual number in 2002 was most probably larger, since the 18 year period contained the start-up phase in gender reassignment in Belgium (from [DeCuypere2000] it can be inferred that the number of patients steadily increased during start-up).

The number of males born in Belgium during 1968 (i.e. 34 years before 2002) was 72,430 [http://statbel.fgov.be]. The average age of the SRS’s was ~ 34 years, taking into account a 2 to 2.5 year delay between first consultations and SRS [DeCuypere2006]. 

Again, by using Equation 4, we find an inherent prevalence of SRS equal to:

P(SRSImf) derived from [DeCuypere2006] = 16.2/72,430 ≈ 1 in 4,500

SRS counts are also given in [DeCuypere2006] for the three distinct regions ofBelgium. In a similar way as above, we find P(SRSmf) for each region:

P(SRSImf) derived from [DeCuypere2006] = 12.7/42,560 ≈ 1 in 3,400 for Flanders 

P(SRSImf) derived from [DeCuypere2006] = 1.6/7,200 ≈ 1 in 4,500 for Brussels

P(SRSImf) derived from [DeCuypere2006] = 1.9/22,580 ≈ 1 in 11,900 for Wallonia

We note a similarity in prevalence of SRSmf between Flanders and the Netherlands. However, two remarks are in order: first the number of 12.7 mf SRS cases in Flanders in 2002 is an underestimate as mentioned above, and second the number for the Netherlands deals with P(HTImf), and thus is somewhat larger than the (SRSImf) there.

[DeCuypere2006] provides reasons why one would expect an agreement between the SRS prevalence numbers of Flanders and the Netherlands. However, in that paper this agreement is less obvious than what we find here. Thus we believe that the apparent agreement in [Bakker1993] and [DeCuypere2006] in the computed prevalence of SRS in the Netherlands (1 in 11,900) and that in the whole of Belgium (1 in 12,900) is simply a coincidence.

