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Historical background:

Following the success of her M.1.T '78 VL Sl design course, Lynn Conway sought ways to
dramatically scale up internet access to quick-turnaround chip prototyping, in order to enable wider
testing, refinement and eval uation of the new Mead-Conway design methods. In the spring of 1979
she conceived of a new type of internet-based implementation infrastructure for this purpose, and
announced its availability to students taking Mead-Conway coursesin the fall of '79.

In acrash-effort that summer at PARC, Alan Bell and Martin Newell created a software prototype
of the new "MPC System". Lynn's team used the new system to support rapid prototyping of
student design projects at many universities that fall, in alarge-scale experimental demonstration-
trial of the new VLSI design and implementation methods called "MPC79". MPC79 played avita
rolein the rapid evolution and validation of the Mead-Conway design methods, and the rapid
propagation of the methods into over 100 universities and scores of startup companies within just
severa years.

Thisfile contains scans of the origina MPC79 chip photos, along with pages from the MPC79
Implementation Documentation that |ocate and identify project die-types and individua projects.
High resolution JPGs of each die-type can be accessed viathe links below and viathe VLS|
Archive Spreadshest.
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