Cross-comparisons of reports on the prevalence of transsexualism
By Lynn Conway
The following are interim notes (in progress) concerning one of the reports tabulated in our cross-comparisons re the prevalence of transsexualism. These notes summarize key points in the particular paper and provide a summary of its relevant results.

See the following report for definitions, notations and calculation methods used here: 


"On the Calculation of the Prevalence of Transsexualism", 

by Femke Olyslager and Lynn Conway, 2007 (in preparation).

________________________________________________________________________

Discussion re: Winter02
V 2-04-07
"Counting Kathoey", by Sam Wintere, Transgender Asia Papers, August 27, 2002. 

http://web.hku.hk/~sjwinter/TransgenderASIA/paper_counting_kathoey.htm 

About this report:

[Note: This following commentary is abstracted from [Olyslager and Conway 07]: "On the Calculation of the Prevalence of Transsexualism", by Femke Olyslager and Lynn Conway, 2007 (in preparation).]

Counts of socially transitioned passers-by in Thailand:

Sam Winter of the Faculty of Education, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, has described an interesting new method for triangulating on the prevalence of transsexualism in his paper entitled "Counting Kathoey" [Winter02].

[Winter02].estimated the prevalence of socially transitioned women, i.e., P(STAmf), in Thailand by counting “kathoey” among women passers-by at a number of public locations. Counts were done by “kathoey” who were top-experts at "reading kathoey". 

[Winter02] found that approximately 6 per 1000 (i.e., 1:167) Thai women passers-by were mf social transitioners. 
I.e., P(STAmf) ≈ 1:167.

Since it seems likely that a moderate fraction of the kathoey (perhaps 1/3rd or 1/4 th) are intensely transsexual, the results in [Winter02] were suggestive of a lower bound on the active prevalence of transsexualism in Thailand on the order of 
P(TSAmf) ≈ 1:700 or so. 

Note that these counts were done in cities where the prevalence of kathoey may be higher than in the country as a whole. However, these figures provide very interesting first-order estimates of the prevalence of socially-transitioned women in Thailand, estimates far higher than those in earlier European studies.

