Cross-comparisons of reports on the prevalence of transsexualism
By Lynn Conway
The following are interim notes (in progress) concerning one of the reports tabulated in our cross-comparisons re the prevalence of transsexualism. These notes summarize key points in the particular paper and provide a summary of its relevant results.

See the following report for definitions, notations and calculation methods used here: 


"On the Calculation of the Prevalence of Transsexualism", 

by Femke Olyslager and Lynn Conway, 2007 (in preparation).

________________________________________________________________________

Discussion re: Walinder68
V 2-03-07
Walinder1968: “Transsexualism: Definition, prevalence and sex distribution”, by Jan Walinder, (details of citation?), p. 255-257, 1968. [Link to PDF]

About this report:

On page 256 we find the following:

“Prevalence:
Precise determination of the prevalence of transsexualism is impossible. It is only when social pressure becomes too great that these persons contact the doctor. Furthermore, a number of factors may obstruct not only the desire but also the effectuation of such contact. Prevalence figures are therefore minimal figures.

In an attempt to determine the prevalence of transsexualism in Sweden (Walinder, 1968) a circular letter was sent to all doctors in psychiatric practice working with adults in the country. They were asked for information of any transvestites or transsexuals who might have consulted them or of whom they had knowledge as of Dec. 31, 1965. An affirmative response was obtained from 76 per cent of the psychiatrists who mentioned 91 individuals. In keeping with the exclusion of child psychiatrsis the lower age limit was set at 15 years and a check for duplicate registration made.

Of the 91 cases, 67 were judged to be transsexuals according to the criterion which seems most reliable when one cannot personally interview the patient. This criterion was the desire for surgical change of sex. Since I had personal knowledge of 43 transsexuals on the census date, the minimum total of transsexuals in Sweden on Dec. 31, 1965 could be set at 110.  Thus the prevalence was 1 : 54,000 as a whole and, according to sex, 1 : 37,000 men and 1 : 103,000 women.

The literature reveals no prevalence figures gathered in the described manner or figures suitable for comparison with this result. In the main those figures reported are considerably lower. The Swedish findings indicate that transsexualism is not as rare as generally supposed and, in the light of the involved social and medical problems posed by this group of patients, transsexualism stands out as an important field, not only from a psychiatric but also from a socio-medical point of view.”
Comments:
This was the first systematic study of the prevalence of transsexualism (as mentioned in Hoenig74). 
It has been widely quoted ever since. 

Report gives a count of the numbers of persons “with a desire for SRS” who’d approached psychiatrists in Sweden up to 12-31-65. 

Therefore, the report contains data from a count of transsexual persons (M-F and F-M) who overtly sought help during the early years of SRS, when it was not generally available in Europe but was mostly being done by the pioneer Burou, in Morocco. 

Note that the results have the dimensions of an incidence, being a count over a time-unit of effectively 5 years or so.  The reason is that SRS’s had only been performed in any but the tiniest of numbers since the late 1950’s, when Burou began his work, and only now had a few trans people begun to approach psychiatrists seeking information on SRS..

The count does not include trans people who had not approached psychiatrists seeking SRS.  Nor do the authors seem to be aware that many/most of the M-F SRS’s being done back then were done outside the country by Burou.

This work was done during a time when P(TSI) and P(SRSA) were thought to be several times smaller than even the final results of this report.  The report does not suggest that the PI(TS) may be many times larger than it has found by counting, but it does indicate that its results are a lower bound (referring to “figures are therefore minimal figures”).
However, the report indicates that it is the prevalence of the inherent condition of transsexualism, as defined above, that it seeks – even though limited for now to counting those who actively came forward seeking help.

Check on report’s population data:
Summary of Population Statistics for Sweden, 1960-2005:

http://www.scb.se/templates/tableOrChart____26041.asp
A check on the report’s prevalence calculation: A linear interpolation between the 1960 and 1970 figures leads to a 1965 population of 7,789,598, with 3, 901,583 males and 3, 880,015 females. By linear interpolation from the 0-17 population we estimate the 0-14 (under 15) population to be 1, 688,882, leading to a total population of 6,100,715. This yields an interpolated TS prevalence of 110/6,100,715 = 1 : 55,461, which confirms the report’s result of 1 : 54,000

