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The Transgender Day of Visibility was a great opportunity to confront the complexities of visibility for transpeople . . . helping us understand that visibility is simultaneously fraught with danger, incredibly exciting, and potentially radical . . . 
The Academy Awards generated complex discussions about trans visibility . . because of Jared Leto’s Oscar for his role as Rayon in "Dallas Buyers Club." 
Many lauded Leto's role for increasing trans inclusion in mainstream media. Others found the role dehumanizing, recklessly stereotypical, and a gross misrepresentation of most transwomen’s lives. 
At the same time, high-profile trans women activists have begun to bring mainstream attention to their experiences and their politics. 
Transgender actress Laverne Cox, who plays a trans woman on Netflix’s series "Orange Is the New Black," is a vocal activist for trans justice. Janet Mock, a transgender writer-activist has just written a New York Times bestselling autobiography (Redefining Realness). Model and advocate Geena Rocero just publicly came out as trans in her March 2014 TED talk.
[bookmark: _GoBack]But visibility alone does not ensure progressive social change . . . But visibility has the potential to eviscerate loneliness. Visibility can build community. Visibility has the power to irrevocably change hearts and minds. 
For trans visibility in particular, there is something more: Trans visibility demonstrates the ways in which creative change can come from those who have been severely culturally and politically marginalized . . .  
While pop culture can dangerously affirm age-old stereotypes that dehumanize and marginalize . . . it also has the potential to make us confront our ignorance, confront each other, ask questions we didn't even know existed, and feel with every fiber of our being. 

