Subject:  URGENT ALERT re IEEE Computer Magazine. Can you help me?

Dear Tekla,

It’s been quite a while since we’ve been in touch. Wish we could have reconnected under better circumstances, for I’m writing today to seek your help on something quite urgent. 

You have deep experience within the IEEE and a keen awareness of the issues at play in the current techno-political-economic context. I immediately thought of you as someone who could clearly envision and creatively cope with the rather tangled situation at hand.

As it is, I and several other women were invited by John Leslie King and Bob Charette to submit articles to Computer Magazine regarding issues faced by women in IT (see details in the forwarded email thread). 

We wrote these articles in hopes of reaching a large audience and encouraging wider constructive dialogue on this important topic. In anticipation, I’d alerted many key people about the coming articles to ensure the timely planning of various seminars and discussions.

To my total astonishment, our just-published articles have been placed behind Computer Magazine’s paywall, as you can confirm by linking to my essay:

Lynn Conway, “The Disappeared: Beyond Winning and Losing”, Computer, Vol: 51, Issue: 10, Oct. 2018, pp. 66-73. https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/8519656

If you have a chance to read that essay, you’ll sense how much creative effort it took to provide readers with a sufficient ‘learning experience’ regarding the paradigmatically complex issues involved. I really put my heart and soul into that essay. It’s staggeringly crushing to observe that my essay about “disappearance” has also been “disappeared”. 

The solution to this problem seems simple. The editors at Computer need simply switch the control-tags on those essays so that the HTML and PDF versions are posted openly (outside the paywall). It would be wonderful if you could explore various way to trigger that to happen. Right now, it’s been four days since my first alert to the editors. Things have gone silent, and the clock is running-out fast.

Then too, if/when the editors do openly post the essays, another major problem will become widely visible. I.e., the hyperlinks in both the HTML and the PDF versions do not properly work.  An effort may be underway to solve that problem. Hopefully the needed corrections can be made before the essays are openly posted.

Many thanks for any help you can provide with all this! 

Warmest regards,

Lynn

Lynn Conway
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