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Abstract:
When “others” such as women and people of color make innovative contributions in STEM, they often “disappear” from later history and their contributions ascribed to people who are remembered.  Sometimes the contributions are lost altogether, or never come to fruition due to discouragement. This is seldom deliberately caused; it is the accumulation of advantage by those expected to innovate. “Others” are not expected to innovate and lose advantage, reinforcing expectations. In this paper we chronicle an example disappearance and introduce the “Conway Effect,” an extension of sociologist Robert Merton’s Matthew Effect and historian Margaret Rossiter’s Matilda Effect, to elucidate the disappearance process.

*Lynn Conway is Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, Emerita, at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. She is a Life Fellow of the IEEE.
