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TITLE
Visual Control-Selection of Remote Mechanisms

DESCRIPTION
This is an apparatus for selecting and controlling devices located remotely from a local site where an operator resides. A laser or other source of a focused electromagnetic bean moves in association with a camera located at the remote site. The camera thus can detect the object on which the focused laser beam projects. The camera outputs a video signal which is transmitted from the remote site to the local site. The operator at the local site views the video signal on a monitor so that the operator can determine the location of the laser beam. When the laser beam illuminates at least one particular transponder out of one or a plurality of transponders, the transponder outputs a signal to at least one device to activate or deactivate the device, thus providing the operator remote control of the device.
BENEFITS 
This invention anticipates the rapidly approaching period of widespread video connectivity via cable television and telephone. When viewing remote scenes over such video links in the future, one may see many mechanisms and systems that are potentially selectable and controllable from the viewer's local site.  
APPLICATIONS 
Audio/video communications systems
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