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DESCRIPTION
Systems and methods for performing teleinteractive video teleconferencing between two or more teleconference sites, and for enabling any number of teleconference sites to overlay a pointer to point within the video image originating from any teleconference site. The systems and methods employ at least one video imaging device to capture images at a local teleconference site and N display devices to display images captured at the local and the remote teleconference sites, where N is the total number of teleconference sites comprising the system. 
BENEFITS 
The circuit allows for interaction between the sites by use of a two-way pointer, this is referred to as end-to-end pointing.  The two-way pointers enable a site to not only identify objects in its own environment, but also to identify objects in any of the other sites' environments.  Two-way viewpoint control enables any site to shift to any other sites viewpoint; this is referred to as end-to-end viewpoint control. These new functions enable major improvements over traditional teleconferencing when doing end-to-end tasks, such as instruction and coaching.
APPLICATIONS 
These useful new functions can be easily introduced into an existing teleconference link by including the teleinteraction circuit layout at each end. It is expected that this technology will be of interest to the manufacturing companies of teleconferencing technology.
DEVELOPMENT STAGE 

Proof of principle has been established
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