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CHM website: Silicon Engine: People
http://www.computerhistory.org/semiconductor/people.html 

Current page entry for Lynn Conway (162 words):

Conway, Lynn 

Lynn Conway is a pioneer of microelectronics chip design and a recipient of many honors, including election as a Member of the National Academy of Engineering. Born in xxx and raised as Robert Conway in Mount Vernon, NY she received an MS in electrical engineering from Columbia in 1963, and did pioneering research in computer science after joining IBM Research at Yorktown Heights, NY, in 1964. After a sex change operation in 1968 she reestablished her career as Lynn Conway at Memorex in 1971 and moved to the new Xerox Palo Alto Research Center in 1973 where in 1978 she coauthored the influential text book Introduction to VLSI Systems on chip-design with Professor Carver Mead of Caltech. Concurrent with her work at Xerox PARC, she served as Visiting Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at M.I.T. in 1978-79. She joined the University of Michigan in 1985 as Professor of EECS and Associate Dean of the College of Engineering.

Here’s an updated entry, reflecting suggested edits (175 words):

Conway, Lynn 
Lynn Conway is a pioneer of microelectronics chip design and a recipient of many honors, including election as a Member of the National Academy of Engineering. Born in 1938 and raised as a boy in White Plains, NY she received an MS in electrical engineering from Columbia University in 1963, and did pioneering research in computer architecture after joining IBM Research at Yorktown Heights, NY, in 1964. Following her gender transition in 1968 she reestablished her career as Lynn Conway in 1969, moving on to Memorex in 1971and then to the new Xerox Palo Alto Research Center in 1973 where in 1978 she coauthored the influential text book Introduction to VLSI Systems on chip-design with Professor Carver Mead of Caltech, and invented the MOSIS infrastructure for remote-access fast-turnaround chip implementation. Concurrent with her work at Xerox PARC, she served as Visiting Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at M.I.T. in 1978-79. She joined the University of Michigan in 1985 as Professor of EECS and Associate Dean of the College of Engineering.

[See explanations of updates on the following page.]

Explanation of Edits:

1.   “xxx” can be changed to Lynn’s birth year: 1938. 
2.   Note that Lynn’s original surname was not “Conway” nor was she raised in Mount Vernon, NY. It would be best to say “raised as a boy in White Plains, NY”, which is also a respectful way to reveal the gender situation. 

3.   Lynn studied at Columbia University and her research at IBM was in computer architecture.

4.   Please replace “After a sex change operation” with “Following her gender transition”. The phrase “sex change” is now considered prurient and highly pejorative, and the focusing on surgery by using the word “operation” makes it even worse. The phrase “gender transition” has become the much-preferred way to refer to the overall process that Lynn completed.

5.   The current entry implies that Lynn was out of work for two years. Actually, she reestablished her career in the spring of 1969, starting all over again at the bottom of the ladder as a contract programmer soon after completing her transition – doing so in “stealth mode” in her new identity, without people knowing about her past. She rose rapidly through the ranks and moved on to Memorex in 1971, where she worked as a computer architect. 
       An easy way to convey all that is to say “she reestablished her career as Lynn Conway in 1969, moving on to Memorex in 1971 and then to - - - “. 

6.   Lynn invented the MOSIS infrastructure – prototyping and demonstrating it on a large scale – then transferring the technology to USC-ISI where DARPA funded the ongoing service. 
Those events are described in detail in this early Xerox PARC Technical Report:

http://ai.eecs.umich.edu/people/conway/VLSI/MPCAdv/MPCAdv.pdf 

They are also documented in a well-vetted history of the Mead-Conway work in the National Research Council Book Funding a Revolution: Government Support for Computing Research, National Academy Press, 1999; p. 113-122.

http://books.nap.edu/html/far/  

Her invention was also recently acknowledged in the Computer Pioneer Award by the IEEE Computer Society as follows:

“Lynn also invented the internet-based rapid chip prototyping infrastructure that was institutionalized as the “MOSIS” system by DARPA and NSF – supporting rapid development of thousands of chip designs and leading to many Silicon Valley start-ups in the 1980’s.”

http://www.computer.org/portal/web/awards/conway 
It would be appropriate to acknowledge this important invention in the CHM entry, as in the suggested rewording. 

