
 
The Baile y Brouhaha:  

Com m unity Me m be rs Spe ak Out On 
Re s is ting Transphobia and Se xism 

in Acade m ia And Be yond  
J. Michael Bailey's The Man Who Would Be Queen provoked a firestorm of 
controversy upon its publication in 2003. The book, claiming to be based on 

scie nce , outrag e d me mb e rs of the transg e nd e r community, who quickly 
mobilized to expose the book and its transphobic content. The controversy was 
re ig nite d in 2007 whe n Alice Dre g e r p ub lishe d a le ng thy ap olog ia in which she 
exonerated Bailey and castigate d transwome n activists for atte mp ting to ruin 
Baile y s care e r. The se p ap e rs e xamine the transp hob ic b acklash cause d b y Baile y / 
Dreger and document the academic and activist projects of trans community 
members to speak truth to power.   

 

      

   

The National Wom e n s Studies Association Conference:  
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Saturday, June 21, 2008 : 3:45-5:00 PM 
Mille nnium Hote l, North 200  

A Ground-Breaking Panel Featuring:

  

Joe lle Rub y Ryan, Ame rican Culture Studies/ Wome n s Stud ie s,  
Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio  

Katrina Rose , History De p artme nt, Unive rsity of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa  

Andrea James, Deep Stealth Productions, Los Angeles, California  

Élise He ndrick, Ind e p e nd e nt Scholar, Cincinnati, Ohio  


